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Medical  Officers  Report. 


health  department, 

TOWN  HALE, 

rawtenstall, 

March,  1921. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Town  Council  of  the  Borough 

of  Rawtenstall. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Seventeenth 
Annual  Report  for  your  consideration. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 

POPULATION  — The  Census  of  1911  showed  the 
population  at/  that  time  to  be  30,516,  and  the  number  of 
families  or  seperate  occupiers  was  7296;  the  average  number 
of  persons  per  dwelling  at  the  time  was  therefore  4.2.  The 
Register  General  estimated  the  population  in  the  middle 
of  1920,  lo  be  28470  for  the  calculation  of  the  death  rate 
and  birth  rate. 

The  area  of  the  Borough  is  9,528  acres. 

Narrow' valleys,  surrounded  by  steep  rocky  hills,  vary¬ 
ing  in  height  from  Soo  to  1,500  feet  above  sea,  level,  form 
the  most  striking  and  important  physical  features;  the 
lowest  portion  is  at  the  south-western  end  and  is  about  500 
feet  above  sea  level. 

The  main  valley,  running  from  east  to  west,  is  traversed 
by  the  River  Irwell,  which,  in  its  course  through  the 
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Borough,  receives  the  waters  of  three  tributary  streams — 
the  Lummy,  draining  the  Crawshawbooth  Valley,  flows 
from  north  tos  south,  parallel  to  and  about  half  a  mile  from 
the  westen  boundary;  the  Whitewell,  draining  the  White- 
well  Bottom  Valley,  also  flows  from  north  to  south  and 
parallel  to  and  about  one  mile  from  the;  eastern  boundary, 
it  joins  the  River  Irwell  at  Water  foot.  Cowpe  brooks,  only 
one  bank  of  which  is<  in  the  Borough  of  Rawtenstall,  flow,) 
in  a  north-westerly  direction  from  Cowpe  and  enters  the 
Irwell  at  Waterfoot.  The  Borough  boundary  on  every  side 
runs  near  the  crest  of  a  range  of  hills  at  an  average  height 
of  about  1,000  feet  above  sea  level.  The  ground  water  is 
always  at  a  high  level  on  account  of  the  presence  of  clay 
near  the  surface  on  the  highest  land,  this!  layer  of  clay  is 
overlaid  by  peat  to  a  depth  of  several  feet.  The  peat  acting 

as  a  sponge,  always  holds  a  large  quantity  of  water,  and, 
together  with  a  high  average  rainfall,  causes  the  atmosphere 
to  have  a  high  percentage  of  moisture.  Large  pockets  of 
sand  in  the  clay,  in  certain  parts  of  the,  district,  allow  water 
to  pass  down  through  the  clay  to  the  underlying  rock,  con¬ 
sequently,  there  are  numerous  springs  issuing  from  the 
sides  of  the  hills,  especially  on  the  west  side  of  the,  White- 
well  Bottom  Valley. 


The  narrowness  of  the  valleys  is  not  altogether  an  un- 
mixed  blessing;  it  has  prevented  overcrowding  of  houses, 
and  such  diseases  as  are  fostered  by  overcrowding;  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  has  rendered  sanitary  work,  scavenging 
and  the  construction  of  sewerage  works  a  matter  of  consider¬ 
able  difficulty  and  expense,  it  has  also  limited  the  area  of 
land  suitable  for  building. 


Early  industrial  development  naturally  took  place  along 
the  course  of;  the  River  Irwell  and  its  tributary  streams  and 
houses  for  workers  were  built  near  the  mills.  There  are, 
therefore,  houses  and  mills  scattered  along  the  banks  of  all 
the  streams  mentioned,  but  the  coming  of  the  railway  which 
follows  the  course  of  the  Irwell  very  closely  indeed,  has 
resulted  in  the  later  developments  taking  place  chiefly  on  or 
near  its  banks. 

Dairy  farming  is  carried  on  over  all  parts  of  the 
Borough. 

The  chief  trades  in  order  of  importance  are  :  — 

Cotton  Weaving  and  Spinning  over  the  whole 
Borough. 

Slipper  Manufacturing  at  Waterfoot  and  Rawtenstalh 

Felt  Manufacturing  at  Rawtpnstall,  Waterfoot,  and 
Whitewell  Bottom, 

Dyeing  and  Printing  at  Toveclough,  Crawshawbooth, 
and  Cowpe. 

Coal  Mining  at  Toveclough  and  Dumb. 

Cotton  Waste  Bleaching  at  Constablee,  Townsend¬ 
fold,  and  Cloughfold. 

Stonej  Quarrying  at  Newchurch. 

There  was  little  unemployment  during  the  first  six 
months  of  ig20j  but  the  wet  cold)  Spring  and  Summer  had 
an1  adverse  effect  on  the  Slipper  Trade,  as  ifi  checked-  tbe 
demand  for  light  Summer  goods;  during  the  latter  months 
unemployment]  increased  in  all  trades,  but  was  instigated  to 
some  extent  by  working  shorter  hours. 


6 


The  general  health  of  the  people  was  good  and  there 
was  a  marked  absence  of  epidemic  disease,  until  the  Autumn 
when  there  was  an  outbreak  of  measles  at  Rawtenstall  which 
extended  to  Cloughfold  and  necessitated  the  closure  of 
several  schools  as  a  preventive  measure. 

The  chief  sanitary  improvement  which  is  called  for  is 
the  reconstruction*  or  repair,  of  a  number  of  houses  which 
fall  below  a  certain  standard;  and  the  building  of  a  large 
number  of  new;  houses  tof  accommodate  the  population  dis¬ 
placed  from  dwellings  which  cannot  be  brought  up  to  a 
modern  standard  of  sanitation  and  comfort. 

The  extensive,  housing  schemes  of  the  Corporation  have 
been  advanced  slowly,  and  although  much  work  has  been 
done  in  construction  of  roads  and  sewers  on  the  Edgeside 
site;  no  houses  were  completed  during  1920.  Two  hundred 
were  so  far!  advanced  that  they,  should  be  ready  for  occupa¬ 
tion  in  1921. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  inhabited 
houses  ineach  ward  at  the  time  of  the1  Census  in  1911,  also 
the  population  and  average  number  of  persons  per  house  :  — 

Inhabited  Average  per 


Houses. 

Males.* 

Female's. 

Tl. 

House. 

North  Ward  . 

854 

1630 

1787 

3417 

4,00 

West  Ward  . 

718 

1375 

1542 

2917 

4.0:- 

Central  North  Ward 

1749 

3722 

4144 

7866 

4-52 

Central  South  W ard 

1495 

2716 

3261 

5977 

3-93 

East  Ward  . 

1224 

24kS 

2683 

5098 

4.16 

Whole  District  . 

7296 

14409 

16107 

30516 

4 .  t  8 

s 
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The  number  of  new  houses  certified  for  habitation  since 
1911  in  each  year  is  as  follows. — 1912,  16;  19m  49  includ¬ 
ing  40  built  by  the  Corporation);  1914,  15;  1915,  19;  1910. 
16;  1917,  1;  1918,  4;  1919,  2;  1920,  2;  total,  124. 

Closed  under  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act  : — 1912, 
n;  1913,  3;  1914,  20;  1915,  1916,  1917,  1918,  1919,  1920, 

none;  total,  34. 

The  gain  in  new  houses  since  1912  is  therefore  88.  The 
population  has  not  increased  during  this  period,  but  as  the 
two  reviews  which  follow  show,  there  are  a  large  number 
of  houses  either  in  poor  repair  or  offering  only  a  very  limited 
amount  of  accommodation  and  which  fall  definitely  below 
a  reasonable  standard. 


As  no  new  houses  are  ready  it;  has  not  been  possible  to 
proceed  with  the  closure  and  alteration  of  existing  in  Sanit¬ 
ary  or  over-crowded  dwellings;  and  where  repairs  and 
alterations  have  been  needed  the  work  has  been  held  up  or 
prevented  altogether  by  the  high  cost  of  labour  and  materials 
in  some  cases  the  owners  preferred  to  allow:  their1  houses  to 
stand  empty  rather  than'  expend  the  amount  which  was 
necessary  to  make;  them  reasonably  fit  for  habitation. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

WATER. — Two-thirds  of  the  houses  arb  supplied  with 
uater  from  the  mains  of  the  Bury  and  District  Joint  Water 
Board,  and  the  Council  has  two  representatives  on  the 
Board 


Two  of  the  reservoirs  are  situate  within  the  boundaries 
oft  he  Borough;  at!  Clow]  Bridget  at  the  head  of  the  Craw- 
sliawbooth  Valley;  and  at  Clough  Bottom  at  the  head  of 
the  Whitewell  Bottom  Valley. 

The  Spring  and  Summer  of  1920  will  stand  as  the 
wettest  and  coldest  Summer  on  record  in  this  part,  the 
rainfall  for  the  whole  year,  measured  at  the  Cemetery, 
kawtcnstall,  was  54.5  inches,  and  the  quantity  of  water 
iii  the  Boards  reservoirs  was  always  well  in  excess  of  re¬ 
quirements. 

More  than  half  of  the  remaining  houses  are  supplied 
fiom  small  reservoirs  owned  by  private  companies  or  in¬ 
dividuals  i.e.,  The  Greenbank  Estate  Company,  Clough- 
fold,  The  Newchurch  Spinning  and  Weaving  Company,  also 
at  Cloughfold;  and  The  Eangwood  reservoir  at  The  Holme, 
Townsendfold.  There  are  a  large  number  of  springs  and 
cisterns  on  the  Sunnyside  Estate  at  Crawshawbootli. 

The  remaining  houses  are  supplied)  from  springs,  wells 
and  cisterns  and  the  water*  from  these  varies  both  in  quantity 
and  quality  with  the  age  of  the  well  or  cistern  and  the  care 
which  has  been  expended  on  it. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS.  The  gradient  of  the  beds 
of  the.  streams  in  the:  Borough  is  such,  that  together  with 
the  high  average  rainfall,  it  ensures  that!  no  great  amount  of 
deposited  matter  is  allowed  to  remain  long,  consequently, 
there  is  little  or  110  nuisance  caused  by  trade  effluents,  and 
the  so-coloured  waters  which  find  their  way  into:  the  brooks 
from  the  various  dye  works  are  continually  diluted  and 
swept  away  by  tributary  streams  from  the  hills. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE.— The  sewerage  is 
dealt  with  at  Ewood  bridge,  on  the  south-eastern  boundary 
of  the  Borough,  by  a  Joint  Board  of  Representatives  of 
Rawtenstall,  Bncup,  and  Haslingden,  by  means  of  precipta- 
tion,  continuous  filtration,  and  irrigation  of  land. 

Spring  rain  and  storm  water  discharging  on  to  the  roads 
is  not  allowed  to  enter  the  sewers;  a  separate  system  of  drains 
conveys;  it  to;  the  river. 

The  arrangement's  for  sewering  and  draining  the  district 
are  very  complete  and  efficient,  and  the  bulk  of  the  streets 
are  now  sewered,  paved  and  drained,  and,  as  will  be  seen  in 
the  following  paragraph,  the  great  majority  of  the  closets 

are  connected  to  the  sewers. 

* 

A  notable  piece  of  work  was  fhef  sewering  of  Albert 
Street  and  a1  portion  of  Ormerod  Street  in  Rawtenstall. 

Closet  accommodation  :  — 

No.  of  privy  middens,  45;  No.  of  closets  attached  to 
these  middens,  45;  No.  of  pail  closets,  550;  No.  of 
fresh  water  closets,  2253;  No.  of  w7aste  water 
closets  3,858;  No.  of  ashpits,  excluding  middens, 
630;  No.  of  ashbins,  5,000. 

Scavenging  is  efficiently  carried  out:  and  house  refuse  is 
deposited  on  tips  in  the  hills.  Animal  and  organic  matter 
is  treated  with,  lime  and  buried  in  the  tips. — During  1920 
a.  careful  analysis  of  the  household  refuse!  was  made  by  Mr. 
Stcrer  the  Cleansing  Superintendent  with  a,  view  to  its 
utilization  and  to  cover  the  cosf  of  collecting,  but  no1  scheme 
has  yet  been  formulated. 
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The  contends  of  such  closets  as  are  not  connected  to  the 
sewers  are  collected  and  passed  into  the.  sewers  by  means  of 
chutes. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  of  the  District  has  been 
efficiently  and  systematically  undertaken  and  a  full  report  of 
the  number  and  nature  of  inspections,  notices  served  etc., 
is  contained  in  the1  Inspector  of  Nuisances'  Report. 

SCHOOLS. — The  sanitary  condition  of  the  twenty  ele¬ 
mentary  schools  is  excellent  and  all  have  a  proper  and  suf¬ 
ficient  supply  of  water  for  washing:  and  drinking-  purposes. 

The  School  Medical  Officer’s  Report  is  continued  in  this 

* 

volume  pages  and  deals  with  the  general  health  of  the 

scholars,  etc. 

*  > 


MILK  SUPPLY. — There  are  in /the  Borough  no  farm¬ 
ers,  etc.,  registered  to  sell  milk,  and  farming  generally  in 
this  part  of  the  country  is  confined  to  milk  production.  As 
regards  milk,  the  Borough  is  self-supporting,  and  during 
the  past  three  or  four*  years  milk  has  been  exported.  This 
has  not  caused  any  serious  shortage,  even  during  the  time 
of  greatest  scarcity  of  cattle  provender  during  the  war. 

All  the  milk  producers  are  also  milk  retailers  and  the 
milk  consequently  reaches  the  user  within  two  or  three 
hours  of  being  taken  from  the  cow. 

The  method  of  distribution  leaves  much  to  be  desired, 
although  it  is  better  than  formerly,  as  most  of  the  farmers 
have  fitted  taps  to  the  kits  and  milk  can  be  withdrawn  u 
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small  or  large  quantities  .without  the  objectionable  intro- 
dution  bfl  a  dirty  and  often  wet  and  driping;  hand  and  coat 
sleeve  into  the  kit. 

The  milk  is  of  good  quality,  but  the  standard  of  clean¬ 
liness  in  shippons  and  of  the  cattle  themselves  is  not  hign, 
and  consequently  there  might  be  much  improvement  in  the 
cleanliness  of  /the  milk. 

White- washing  carried  out. 

Cowsheds'  not  as  a  rule  big  enough. 

Under  their  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme,  th  2 
Corporation  has  supplied  milk  td  the  value  of  ^203  os.  od. 
in  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1921.  This  was  done  bv 
means  of  an  order  to  supply  a  certain  quantity  for  a  certain 
time  and  was  handed  to  the  farmer  who  could  most  con¬ 
veniently  supply  the  family.  'That  the  milk  was  properly 
supplied  and  used  was  ascertained  by  visits  to  the  homes 
and  by  weighing  of  babies  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Wel¬ 
fare  centies. 

Ther ei  are  24  slaughter-houses  scattered  over  the  whole 
area  of  the  borough  and  in  normal  times  it  is  difficult  to 
secure  regular  inspections  af  time  of  slaughter.  During 
the  period  of  meat!  control,  cattle  and  sheep  have  only  been 
slaughtered  at  one  slaughter-house  and,  consequently,  in¬ 
spection  has  been  much  better  and  fortunately  SO’  as  a  large 
number  of  tuberculous  cattle  have  been  sent  in  for  grading. 

The_  condition  of  the  slaughter-houses  is  good. 

Bake-houses  have  been  regularly  bisected  and  are 
almost  without  exception  very  well  fitted  and  thoroughly 
up-to-date. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

THE  MORTALITY.- — The  number  of  deaths  in  the 
Borough  in  1920,  was  423;  but  of  these  88  took  place  in  the 
Workhouse  Infirmary,  and  67  were  persons  who  were  not 
residents  belonging  to  this  Borough;  in  addition,  there 
were  25  deaths  of  persons  ordinarily  resident  here  whose' 
deaths  occurred  in  public  institutions  elsewhere;  and  there¬ 
fore  the  nett  number  belonging  to  the  Borough  is  381  (males 
176,  females  205),  as  compared  with  353  in  1919,  434  in 
1918,  322  in  1917,  375  in  1916,  and  481  in  1915. 


The  numbers  who  died  in  the  various  age  groups  in 
1920  were  as  follows  1  — 


Under  1  and 

2  and 

5  and 

15  and 

25  and 

45  and 

65  and 

1  year,  under  2 

under  5 

under ! 

5  under  25 

under  45 

under  65 

upwards 

53  9 

1 

7 

7 

48 

120 

133 

as  compared 
20  5 

with 

14 

15 

18 

55 

85 

145 

in  1919,  and 

37  13 

12 

18 

30 

i  i 

122 

145 

in,  1918,  and 

25  12 

3 

6 

12 

14 

108 

Il6 

in  1917. 

The  death  rate  was  low,  viz.  :  13.38  per  thousand  per 
annum  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  12.8  in  1919, 
17.2  in  1918,  12.4  in  1917,  13.21,  in  1916,  and  16.26  in  1995. 

BIRTH  RATE. — The  total  number  of  births  registered 
was  593  (males  304,  females-  289),  as  compare^1  with  359  in 
1919,  362  in  1918,  344  in  1917,  510  in  1916.  '  The  birth 
rate  was  20.8  per  thousand  per  annum  compared  with  12.3 
in  1919,  12.8  in  1918,  11.7  in;  1917,  and  16.5  in  1916. 
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3 lie  birth  rate'  is  thus  almost!  double  that  of  1919,  and 

higher  than  the  pre-war  rate  of  1914  which  was  18.36. 

/ 

The  number  of  legitimate  births  was  34  (males  18, 
females  16),  this  is  much  higher  than  usual.  There  were 
four  deaths  of  illfegiti  ate  children  under  one  year  of  age  * 
equal  to'  an  Infantile  Mortality  of  117  peil  thousand  births. 
The  causes  of  death,  etc.,  were  as  follows  :  — * 

Male  aged  5 1  months,  Pneumonia. 

Male  ,,  1  month,  Convulsions. 

Female  ,,  1  month  Premature  Birth. 

Female  ,,  9  months  Broncho  Pnemonia. 

The  natural  increase  of  population,  i.e.,  excess  of  birtns 
over  deaths  was  212. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  does!  not  present  qubm 
such  satisfactory  figures  as  in  1919,  when  there  was  a  recoro 
low  number  of  deaths,  but  the  death  rate  per  thousand  births 
is  by  no  means  high. 

Fifty  three  deaths  took  place  as  compared  with  20  in 
1919,  37  in  1918,  25  in  1917,  48  in  1916,  and  75.  in  1915. 

The  death  rate  per  thousand  births  w7as  89.1  as  com¬ 
pared  with  55  in  4919,  102  in  1918,/  75.34  in  1917,  94.1  in 
1 916,  and  with  an  average  of  971.  for  the  preceding  10  years 

The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows:  — 

1919.  1920 

Bronchitis  .  3  7 

Pnemudnia  .  4  6 

Diarrhoea  .  1  4 

Whooping  Cough  .  —  3 
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Influenza  .  —  i 

Measles  .  —  2 

Accident  . —  2 

ft 

Premature  Birth  .  2  8 

Congenital  Debit' ty 

Wasting  Diseases  .  9  7 

Convulsions  .  —  5 

Other  Causes  . .  —  8 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  Corporation  owns  a  small  Isolation  Hospital  for 
Small,  Pox,  situate  at  The  Ridge,  Hareholme,  where  there 
is  an  installation  for  disinfecting  clothing,  bedding,  etc., 
by  means  of  super  heated  steam. 

Under  an  agreement  with  the  Bury  and  District  Joint 
Hospital  Board  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  end 
Enteric  Fever, Jand,  Puerperal  Fever  can  be  sent  to  the 
Florence  Nightingale  Hospital,  Bury,  if  necessary. 

The  Corporation  pays  fob  the  Bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  of  specimens  from  suspected  cases  of  Enteric  Fever, 

C 

Diphheria.,  Tuberculosis,  Cerebo-spinal  Fever,  Dysentery  or 

A 

Malaria  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester,  and 
outfits  for  the  collecting  and  transmission  o  f specimens  can 
be  obtained  at  the;  Health  Department,  Town  Flail.  Only 
four  specimens  were  examined  in  1920  :  Diphtheria,  3;  En¬ 
teric  Fever,  1. 

Infectious  Diseases  were  not  prevalent  during  1920, 
and  although'  there  was  an,  outbreak  of  Measles  in  Novem- 
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ber,  it  was  easily  controlled,  and  did  not  extend  generally 
throughout  the  Borough  as  has  often  been  the  case  in  the 
past. 

SMALL  POX  :  No  cases  occurred  in  1920. 

ENTERIC  FEVER  :  Only  one  case  was  notified,  and 
that  proved  fatal  in  a  few  days. 

DIPHTHERIA. — Thirteen  cases  of  Diphtheria  were 
notified.  Five  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  the  Florence 
Nightingale  Hospital,  Bury,  and  although  three  of  thV- 
cases  were  in  a  critical  condition  when  sent,  110  deaths  re¬ 
sulted,  which  speaks  volumes  for  the  excellence  of  the 
treatment  and  nursing  received  at  that  Institution. 

Th  ree  of  the  children  removed  to  Hospital  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  same  family,  and  investigation  proved  that  they 
originated  in  an  untreated  case  of  sore  throat  from  which 
the  father  was  suffering. 

Antihtoxin  is  supplied  free  to  necessitous  cases  and 
supplies  are  always  kept  at  the  following  places  for  the  con¬ 
venience  of  medical  men  :  — 

The  Plealth  Department,  29,  Kay  Street,  Rawtenstall; 

» 

The  Fire  Station,  Rawtenstall; 

The  Fire  Station,  Barley  Holme,  Crawshawbooth; 

The  Fire  Station,  Burnley  Road,  Waterfoot. 

MEASLES. — Measles  ceased  to  be  a  notifiable  disease 
in  1920  but  under  arrangement  made  with  the  Head 
Teachers  of  the  Public  Elementary  Schools,  the  Health 


16 


Department  receives  word  ati  once  when  any  cases  of  ab¬ 
sence:  from  school  are  reported,  and  be  due  to  measles. 

No  cases  were  reported  until  the  end  of  October,  and 
then  there  was  a  sudden  rather  severe  outbreak  at  Raw  ten  - 
stall  and  it  was  .considered  advisable  to  close  all  the  In¬ 
fants’  Departments  of  the  schools  in  that  part  of 
the  Borough,  which  had  the  effect  of  checking1  the  threat¬ 
ened  epidemic.  A  few  cases  were  afterwards  reported  al 
Crawshawbooth  and  Water,  and  the  school  was  closed  ir 
each  area  and  the  disease  quickly  died  out  there  also. 


The  following  table  shows  the  schools  closed  :  — 

SCHOOLS  CLOSED  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1920. 


School. 

Department 

Disease. 

Period  of  Closing. 

St.  James  the  Less  R.C.  ... 

Infant  Dept. 

Measles. 

3/11/20  to  15/11/20 

Townsendfold  Council 

do. 

do. 

10/11/20  to  29/11/20 

Cloughfold  Couucil 

do- 

do. 

10/1 1/20  to  29/11/20 

Constablelee  C.  of  E. 

do. 

do. 

11/11/20  to  2911/20 

Alder  Grange  Council  ... 

do. 

do. 

12/1 1/20  to  30/11/20 

Rawtenstall  C.  of  E. 

do, 

do. 

16/11/20  to  6/12/20 

Water  Council 

do- 

do. 

8/12/20  to  11/1/21 

Crawshawbooth  Wes. 

do. 

do, 

8/12/20  to  11/1/21 

There  were  five  deaths  from  Measles  all  of  children 
under  two  years  of  age 
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WHOOPING  COUGH. — A  few  cases  of  Whooping 
Cougb  occurred  and  there  were  three  deaths,  all  of  Infants 
under  one:  year  of  age. 

DIARRHOEA. — Six  deaths  under  two  years  of  agt_- 
vvere  certified  as  due  to  Diarrhoea  diseases. 

ENCEPHALITIS  LETHARGICA.—  No  cases  in  iqw>. 

PNEUMONIA. — Twenty- three  cases  were  notified, 
viz.,  Acute  Primary  Pheumonia,  19;  Post  Influenzal 
Pneumonia,  4. 

The  death  rate  from  Pneumonia  of  all  forms  was  un¬ 
usually  heavy,  i.e..  twenty-six  as  compared  with  fourteen 
in  1910. 

,  * 

ERYSIPELAS. — Seven  cases  were  notified  and  one 

died  in  Ironsall  Fever  Hospital,  Manchester,  and  another  in 
the  Union  Workhouse,  Haslingden. 

SCARLET  FEVER. — Only  eleven  cases  occured,  and. 
all  were  of  a  mild  nature.  There  were  no  deaths.  One 
case  was  removed  to  the  Florence  Nightingale  Hospital, 
Bury,  on  account  of  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  propel 
isolation  at  home. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. — Only  one  case  was  notified 
and  was  successfully  treated  at  home.  Milk  was  allow- -d 
to  this  family  under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Scheme. 

CEREBRO-SPINAL  MENINGITIS. — No  cases  in 

1920. 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM.— Seven  cases  were 
notified  :  one  aged  4  days;  one  aged  9  days;  one  aged  j  1 
days;  three  aged  14  days;  one  aged  16  days.  These  cases 
have  been  visijted  at  intervals  since  they  were  notified,  by 
the  Health  Visitors;  and  all  have  made  a  good  recovery 
with  the  sight  of  Doth  eyes  unaffected. 

MALARIA  notified  once,  was  contracted  by  the 
*» 

patient  whilst  serving  in  the  Army  abroad. 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. — -Thirty-three  new 
cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified,  as  compared 
with  24  in  1919,  27  in  1918,  22  in  1917,  37  in  1916,  and 
39  in  1915. 

* 

The  case  mortality  was  the  lowest  recorded  as  there 
were  only  fourteen  deaths  as  compered  with  28  in  1919. 

One  of  these  deaths  took  place  outside  the  Borough  in 
a  Sanatorium . 

Sixteen  patients  received  Sanatorium  treatment. 

The  Phthisis  death  rate  was  1.49  per  thousand  per 
annum . 

N ON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. -Nineteen 
cases  were  notified,  as  compared  with  8  in  1919,  13  in  igr'3, 
18  in  1917,  26  in  1916,  and  35  in  1915. 

There  were  seven  deaths. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  forms  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis  was  21,  as  compared  with  31  in  1919,  35  in  1918, 
18  in  igi7y  36  in  1916,  37  in  1915,  and  34  in  1914. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE . — There 
was,  as  mentioned  before,  one  case  of  Puer feral  Feveb  noti¬ 
fied  in  the  Borough. 

Five  cases  of  difficult  labour  or  complications  following 
confinement  were  sent  to  Sit'.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Manchester, 
at  the  expense  of  the  Corporation  and' there  was  one  death, 
there  from  Puerperal  Eclampsia.  There  were  three  other 
deaths  in  the  Borough  due  directly  to  Parfervition  apart  Tom 
Puerperal  (Fever. 

The  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  have  already 

been  mentioned. 

/ 

The  sessions  at  the  three  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centre  have  been  held  regularly  as  in  1919,  and  have  oti 
the  whole  been  well  attended. 

The  chief  Centre  is  at  the  Council  School,  Cloughfold, 
and  consists  of  a  waiting  room,  with  lavatory  downstairs, 
and  a  consulting  room,  with  a  smaller  weighing  room  up¬ 
stairs. 

A  session  isi  held  there  oil  the  1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  in 
each  month .  2-30  p.m. — 4  p.m. 

Another  Centre  is  at  Goodshaw  Baptist  Sunday 
School,  where  there  is  a  waiting  and  weighing  room  down¬ 
stairs  and  a  number  of  classrooms  upstairs,  which  have  been 

placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee  by  the  school  trus- 
* 

tees  at  a  nominal  rent.  A  session  is  held  there  every 
second  Tuesday  in  each  month,  3  p.m. — 4  p.m.  One  <  f 
Lie  Health  Visitors  also  attends  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  in 
each  month,  3  p.m. — 4  p.m. 
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The  third  Centre  is  at  Whitewell  Bottom  School,  and 
consists  of  a;  waiting  and  weighing  room  and  a  smaller  con¬ 
sulting  room  and  a  session  has  been  held  there  every  fourth 
Tuesday  from  3  p.m. — 4  p.m. 

Here  also,  in  addition  to  the  session  on  the  fourtf 
Tuesday,  a  Heahh  Visitor  rtt.  ml,  on  such  second  Tues¬ 
day,  3  p.m. — 4  p.m. 

Members  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Commit¬ 
tee  and  other  voluntary  helpers  have  generally  assisted  o 
entertain  mothers  and  tea  is  available  and  much  appreciated 
by  them. 

I  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  those 
who>  have  helped,  and  to  extend  to  them  and  others  an  in¬ 
vitation  to  send  in  their  names  to  me,  or  to  Miss  C.  White¬ 
head,  Brynbella,  Rawtenstall;  Mrs.  Holt,  Holmefiekl, 
Crawshawbooth;  or  Mrs.  Broeklehurst,  Newchurch;  in 
order  that  they  may  receive  notice  when  and  where  their 
help  can  be  utilised. 

The  following  food,  etc.,  was  supplied  free  to  neces¬ 


sitous  families  :  — 

Virol  . . 1 . ••• .  84  jars 

Cod  River  Oil  Emulsion  .  a  bottles 

Eaetagol  . . .  48  tins 

Milk  . . .  9,768  pints 


The  number  of  families  helped  was  58,  including  three 
unmarried  mothers. 
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In  spite  of  the  good  attendance  at  the  different  Centres 
and  the  interest  taken  by  the  mothers  in  the  lectures  and 
the  examination  of  their  babies;  I  am  not  certain  that  this 
is  the  best  method  of  dealing  with  the  problem  of  lowering 
the  infant  mortality  and  improving  the  condition  of  those 
who  survive;  and  in  consequence,  I  have  endeavoured  to 
keep  closely  in  touch  with  those  who  do  not  attend  the 
Centres,  Home  visiting  especially  of  ailing  and  weakly 
babies  is  the  most  important  duty  of  the  Health  Visitor 
and  the  appended  table  shows  how  well  this  department 
of  their  work  has  been  done.  Unless  Homes  visiting  is 
persistency  and  systematically  carried  out  delicate  aid 
ailing  Infants  are  tip L  to  develop  defects  and  conditions 
beyond  medical  aid  before  such  help  is  sought,  and  as  in  the 
wet  and  cold  Winter  and  Spring  months,  these  children 
are  not  and  cannot  very  well  be  brought  to  the  Clinics 
regularly;  one  is  in  danger  of  drawing  conclusions  from 
the'  strong  and  healthy  babies  who  do  attend. 

The  average  attendance  of  babies  and  young  children 
at  a  session  in  1520  was  29;  and  altogether  256  infants 
under  one  year,  and  12S  children  between  one  year  and 
five  years  made  one  or  more  attendances. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-six  is  approximately  half  the 
infants  under  one  year  in  the  Borough,  butout  of  the  fifty- 
three  infantile  deaths  which  took  place  only  five  were 
babies  who  had  attended  the  Welfare  Centres. 

Of  the  remainder  the  bulic  were  regularly  wsicea  and 
reported  by  the  Health  Visitors  and  the  rest  were  those  vho 
died  a  few  days  or  hours  after  birth. 
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The  reports  of  the  Health  Visitors  on  those  eases  of 
Infantile  deaths  in  many  cases  shows  that  carelessness  and 
in  a  lesser  degree  ignorance,  were  the  chief  contributing 
Causes  of  death.  This  state  of  things  can  only  be  con¬ 
tested  in  the  home.  , 

The  arrangement  with  the  District  Nursing  Societies 
terminated  on  31st  March,  1920,  and  an  additional  Health 
V  isit  was  anointed;  the*  Borough  was  divided  into  two 
approximately  equal  areas  and  one  Health  Visitor  acts  as 
Health  Visitor  of  and  School  Nurse  in  each  district.  The 
dividing  line  between  the  districts  runs  from  the  mil- ooint 
of  the  northern  boundary  of  the  Borough  along  the  summit 
of  the  hills  to  Higher  Cloughfold  and  passes  through  the 
Gas  Works  and  so  on  to  the  top  of  Cowpe  To  we. 

All  births,  still  births  and  infantile  deaths  are  investi¬ 
gated  and  when  necessary  mothers  are  advised  to  consult 
their  own  doctor;  they  are  encouraged  to  visit  the  Centres 
when  they  need  assistance  or  advice  which  they  are  not 
otherwise  able  to  obtain. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  supplies 
milk  and  other*- nourishment  free  to  necessitous  cases  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Committee  has  also  an  arrangement  with  St. 
Mary’s  Hospital,  Manchester,  under  which  cases  of  difficult 
labour  and  complications  and  illnesses  arising  during  preg¬ 
nancy  or  caused  by  confinement,  not  including  cases  of 
Puerperal  Fever.  Urgent  cases  can  be  transferred  to  the 
Hospital  in  about  one  hour  from  the  time  the  call  is  received 
by  the  Motor  Ambulance,  andican  be  admitted  and  treated 
at  the  cost  of  the  Corporation. 
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Medical  men  in  charge  of  these  cases  should  note  that 
under  such  conditions  patients  can  be  admitted  without  a 
recommendation  from  a  subscriber,  if  application  is  made 
at  the  Town  Hall  to  the  Health  Department.  Time  can 
thus^be  saved  in  urgent  cases. 

POPULATION  :  — 

(i)  Census,  1911 — 30,518.  (2)  Estimated  1920,  28,470. 

BIRTHS  :  — 

Registered. 

(1)  Legitimate,  559  (2)  Illigitmate  34,  (3)- -Total  593. 
Notified  within  36  hours  of  birth  : 

(ij  Live  Births  5 fig  (2)  Still  Births,  9,  (3)  Total 
(1)  By  Midwives,  552  (2)  By  Parenta*  and  Doctors,  36. 

INFANT  DEATHS  :  — 

Number  (1)  Legitimate  49  (2)  Illegitimate,  4 --Total  53. 
Rate  per  1,000' births  (1)  Legitimate  87  (2)  Illegitimate 
117, — Total  89. 

HEALTH  VISITORS,— Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors 
during  the  year  :  — 

To  Expectant  Mothers  (1)  First  Visits  42  (2)  Total  Visits  bo. 
To  Infants  under  1  year  (1)  ,,  586  (2)  ,,  ,,  I395- 

To  Children  1  to  5-  Total  Vidts  2654. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  the  Health  Committee, 
Borough  Surveyor,  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  their  help 
and  co-operation. 

And  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  sincerely, 

J.  E.  „HELM,  B.A.,  M.B.,  B.C.,  (Cantab,). 


o 

(J\  o' 

H  2 

'  '  H 


aj 

<L> 

>* 

CD 

4-> 

b4 

£ 


Po 


cd 


O 

tfx 

•  t-H 

cn 

>> 

03 

a 

< 

td 

n 

Cd 

<u 

4-> 

cd 

u 

I 

p— f 
T-1— I 

4-> 

cd 

<y 

Q 


CD 

4-> 

oj 

U 

4-> 

E 

•  i— I 

pq 


rG 

+3 


72 

a> 

<& 

c 

Cm 

Sh 

2 

a 

.<£> 

-a 


o  1 

S  3 


a 

o 

o 

O 

o 

> 

cd 

-G 


0 

® 

od 


o 

-4—* 

*>  Cd 


72 

72 

C 

^0 

’-4-P 

3 

ft 

o 


£  * 

cc 

W  2 

^  So 

W  ^ 

<  ~ 

H  g 

o 

co 

’> 

O 

8h 

CL 


0  « 
(U  -G 
bn  ■£ 

2  S 

C  Q 
o  ^ 

£  £ 
°-H 


CO 

^  _G 

10  £ 

a-- 

(u  AQ 

*->  p-, 

C3  2 

DP  ° 


G 

cd 

> 

K-C 

U 

o 

o 

o 

.  G 

u.2 

ai 

<u  "3 

S& 

M 

cd 

1) 

Q 

3 

3 

G 

G 

< 


S9StU23  |[Y  1  ' 


1J0 

04 


OO 


•*r 

04 


O  ( 

_c;  v  §  '  re  . 

f  «2  ~ 

DQ  "  «■ 

CP 


M  g 

•  So 
-a  .c 

3  td 

(T  |  f - 1 

o 

c 


Vi  o 

3  o 
C?~ 

D  o 
U 


co 

J) 

Id 

P 

^3 

C 

cd 

TJ 

C 

jd 

"3) 

G 

U3 


eo 

C 

£ 

o 

H 


a 

o 

CO  O 

3  O 

o 

lOi 


co 

C 
<u 

U  dfi 
+■»  ^ 
cd  G ' 
o  O 

Vp  '"d 
°  § 


:  -a 

<u 
(U 

o 

0*4  U 

O' 


* 

o 

H 

Vh 

jy 

Vr*3 

s 

C/3 

co 


co  O 

co 


© 

04 

09 

G 

O 

4~< 

jd 

3 

CP 

o 

CL 


c 

o 

"0 

G 

0 

J 


eijjnoQ  jo 

S3S12^) 

paijpjoou^ 

1 

j  04  j  o».  io,  04  i/s 

1  — '  1  o'  — '  o'  o' 

i  1 

sose^) 

^.sonbuj 

6.6 

7.1 

5.3 

8.6 

6.2 

sosnu^) 

porjqi33 

92.2 

92.2 

93.2 

91.2 

93.3 

suoqnjqsuj 

o'ljqnj 

Ut  SipBOQ 

24.3 

31.3 

16.5 

46.8 

12.0 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year 

80 

85 

80 

75 

89 

Diarrhoea 

and 

Enteritis 

(under 

2  years) 

8.3 

10.4 

7.8 

9.5 

10.1 

3DU3{OIy^ 

0.48 

0.43 

0.38 

0.47 

0.17 

nzuonpuj 

0.28 

0.31 

0.27 

0.30 

0.10 

euaipifdiQ  j 

! 

|  0.15 

0.16 

0.14 

0.22 

0.03 

1 

HSno0 

SuidooHAV  ' 

0.11 

0.14 

0.10 

0.17 

0.10 

J3A9J  ;3|jBDg 

0.04 

0.04 

0.03 

0.05 

0.00 

saisuaj^  J 

0.19 

0.22 

0.19 

0.22 

0.17 

xod-pnuig  j 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

J3A3J 

DU9JU3  j 

0.01 

*  1 

0.01 

0.02 

0.01 

0.03 

CO 

co 


qsi  c 

+C  3  0 

■^r 

CN 

O' 

00 

U  Q.  •  r-« 

H  o  ~ 

Cl 

uS 

■o’ 

•cr 

o 

o 

C4 

C4 

C4 

CN 

04 

a 

# 

• 

• 

3  1 
CP 
o 
a 

'V 

v 

4-* 

cd 

s 

•  ^ 

4-» 

co 

09 

-O 
33 
cd  "'T 
4-i  CO 

G  ^ 
<U  G 

i-2 

cd  cd 
DC  ~ ’ 


72 

cd 

a> 

cd 


Non-civilians  are  included  in  these  figures  for  England  and  Wales  but  not  for  other 


Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified,  removed  to  Hospital,  etc.,  during  the  year  1920 


~  i  S  i  K~~ 

-  1  1 

JOUlSip 
jnoX  ui  3|cjsi|qou 
sssasip  jaipo  ^uy/ 

I 

i  !  i 

1 

.  1 

1 

•  — 

i  : 

XOd-U3>jpU^ 

■  1  •: 

l 

(s.maA  £ 

JSpun)  -oyg  ‘B3C>ip.n3T(~| 

MM  * 

,ouidooipxy 
SSpBSJ^J  UBUU3Q 

pun  sapsapj 

• 

• 

•  • 

:  !  :  1  : 

•  1  '  1  : 

siso|naj3qnj 
jo  souoj  isipQ 

O 

CN  1  — 

1  i 

sisopo.i3c|nj^ 

Xieuouijn^ 

33 

1 

13 

1 

Jiuoumauj  jezuanpuj 
ajnoy  ‘eiuoiunauj 
Xjbuii.ij  s^noy 

1 

S  I  : 

1 

• 

• 

• 

sqijBtjdsou'g 

:  I  :  1 
•  1  '  1 

•  • 

•  9 

•I3A9_| 
l|DU3.I  p 

:  I  ;  1 

*  •  1  •  | 

^PIAI 

-  1  ;  i  ; 

Uin.I0}eU03J\j 

eimpiptfdQ 

^  !  * 

sqipXuioijo^ 

i 

•sqiSuiu3|/\j 

puidg-oicpja^ 

:  1  : 

'  1  • 

. 

: 

J9A9j  ]Bj3di9n(fr 

~  1 

a9A3»|  psnuquo^) 

• 

.i9A9^  Buisdiep^ 

:  1  : 

•I9A3  J  DU9}U-7f 

' — 

* 

j 

JOA9J  }9|JB9g 

—  ! 

i 

SBpdisXj-q 

- - 

dnoj^)  snouBjcjuiaj/^ 

paB  BusippdtQ 

r^\  !  ^ 

-  1  1 

• 

XOd-||BUi(^ 

1 

<* 

; 

No.  of  Cases  notified 

j 

No.  removed  to 

Hospital 

No.  of  Deaths  in  Hos¬ 
pital  of  Persons  be- 
longing  to  the 
District 

26 


Per  iooo  of  Population. 


Birth¬ 

rate 

Death- 

rate 

Epidemic 

.Leath- 

rate 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Bate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1000 
Births 

1920  . 

20.8 

13  3 

0.56 

0.49 

89 

*919  . 

12.5 

12.8 

0.25 

1.02 

55 

Mean  of  10  years 
1910-1919 

16.7 

14.2 

0.69 

0.87 

97 

Increase  or  De¬ 
crease  in  1920 
on : 

Previous  Year 

x  8.3 

x  0.5 

x  0.31 

—0.53 

x  34 

Ten  years' 

Average . 

x  4.1 

—0.9 

—0.13 

—0.38 

—8 

I 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes  . 

176 

205 

1  Enteric  Fever  . 

1 

2  Small-pox  . 

* 

... 

3  Measles  . 

1 

4 

4  Scarlet  Fever  . 

.  • . 

5  Whooping-  Cough  ...  . . 

.  .  . 

3 

6  Diphtheria  and  Croup  . 

1 

... 

7  Influenza  ..._ . 

1 

2 

3  Erysipelas  . 

1 

1 

9  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 

6 

8 

10  Tuberculous  Meningitis  . 

2 

1 

11  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  . 

4 

12  Cancer,  Malignant  Disease . 

14 

19 

13  Rheumatic  Fever  . 

... 

1 

14  Meningitis  .  . . 

.... 

1 

15  Organic  Heart  Disease  . 

18 

28 

16  Bronchitis  . 

17 

14 

17  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

16 

7 

18  Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . 

4 

4 

19  Diarrhoea  &c.  (under  2  years)  . 

3 

3 

20  Appendicitis  •&  Typhlitis  . 

1 

21  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . 

1 

1 

21a  Alcoholism  . 

22  Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease . 

8 

7 

23  Puerperal  Fever  . 

... 

... 

24  Parturition,  apart  from  Puerperal  Fever 

4 

25  Congenital  Debility,  &e . 

4 

12 

26  Violence,  apart  from  Suicide  . 

4 

1 

27  Suicide  . 

1 

28  Other  Defined  Diseases  . 

67 

77 

29  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  . 

4 

4 

Special  Causes  (included  above)  : 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  . 

... 

Poliomyelitis  . 

... 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age: 

Total  . 

22 

31 

Illegitimate  . 

2 

2 

Total  Births  . 

304 

289 

Legitimate  . . 

286 

273 

Illegitimate  . 

18 

16 

Population  : 

For  Births  and  Deaths  . 

28,470 

BOROUGH  OF  RAWTENSTAL1 


Nuisance  inspector’s  Report. 


health  department, 

29,  KAY  STREET, 
RAWTENSTALL, 

MARCH,  1921. 

To  th©  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Rawtenstalh 

GENTLEMEN, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting-  for  your  con  si  deration 
my  Seventh  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  December 
31st  1920,  of  the  work  done  in  the  Health  Department  of  the 
Borough. 

The  number  of  nuisances  brought  before  the  Health 
Committee  during  the  year  was  498,  representing  829, 
Houses  and  24  other  Classes  of  premises,  of  these  469,  have 
been  abated. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  notices,  etc.,  served:  — 


Personal  interviews  ...  . .  274 

Informal  Notices  . 269 

Statutory  Notices  and  Public  Health  Act,  1875  .  2 

Notices  under  Rawtenstall  Corporation  Act,  1907,  for 

the  Provision  of  Dust  Bins .  None 

Tor  Conversion  of  Closets  .  20 

I 

»  _ _ 

Total  .  543 

j  - 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS. 


Number  of  Dwelling-houses  and  premises  examined 

as  to  their  Sanitary  Condition  .  829 

Workshops  Inspected  .  100 

Slaughter  Houses  Inspected  .  210 

Bakehouses  Inspected  .  30 

Re-inspected  after  service  of  notice  for  abatement  of 

Nuisance  .  1493 

Visits  to  houses  in  which  cases  of  infectious  disease 

have  occurred  .• . .  .  60 

Inspection  under  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act, 

Wi9,  .  5i 

In  Unhealthy  Area  .  90 

Inspection  and  visits  to  Farms  .  246 

Inspection  of  outworkers  . . .  35 

Inspection  of  Van  Dwellings  .  29 

Smoke  Observations  .  2 


WORK  ACCOMPLISHED  DURING  YEAR,  1920 


Ashpits  abolished  .  5 

Ashpits  repaired  . .  2 

Bakehouses  Uimewashed  .  2 

Closets  cleaned  and  Uimewashed  .  2 

Closet  Cistern  repaired  .  5 

Closets  blocked  and  released  .  200 

Closet  pails  Defective  .  36 

Closets  rebuilt  .  8 

Drains  reconstructed  .  8 

Drains  released  .  64 

Broken  Tippler  replaced  . .  ...  5 

Dust  bins  provided  .  ...  .  61 


30 


Eavestroughs  and  downspouts  repaired  .  47 

Houses  Dirty  (cleaned)  .  4 

House  roof  repaired  for  dampness  . . .  18 

House  floors  repaired  .  .  5 

House  windows  repaired  and  corded .  16 

Outbuildings  repaired  .  13 

Offensive  accumalation  Removed  .  10 

Defective  woodwork  round  sink  .  6 

Dirty  workshops  . 2 

Dirty.  Urinals,  repaired  . 1 

Slop  water  pipes  and  gullies  .  16 

Blocked  gullies  .  7 

Sink  pipes  broken  and  defective  .  14 

Flagging  of  Yards  .  2 


HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING. 

.During  the  year  23  Houses  were  inspected  under  the 
above  Act  and  submitted  to  the  Health  Committee. 

Notices  under  the  Act  were  served  upon  the  owners, 
who  owing  to  the  high  cost  of  repairs  and  conditions  of  the 
buildings,  asked  that  closing  orders  be  issued  in  twTo  cases. 
The  Health  Committee  deferred  the  consideration  for  the 
time  being  owing  to  the  shortage  of  houses. 

Other  two  were  recommended  for  closing  owing  to  their 
delapidated  condition,  and  poor  light,  and  ventilation,  the 
remaining  nineteen  wrere  served  with  Notices  under  Section 
28  of  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1919. 


t 
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NOTICES  SERVED  . 

Notice  to  occupiers  of  Intention  to  visit  premises  23 
Notice  to1  owners  of  Intention  to  visit  premises  ...  12 


‘Informal  Notices  . . .  4 

Notices  under  Section  28,  Housing-  and  Town 

Planning  Act,  1919  . . .  ...  17 


The  chief  defects  found  were  dampness,  poor  ventilation 
and  light,  defective  eavestroughsf  and  downspouts,  windows 
no  cords  and  defective  woodwork,  and  would  not  open, 
defective  slopsink,  fireranges,  roofs,  pointing  of  walls. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  twm  Common  Lodging  houses  within  the 
district  registered  to  accommodates  60  lodgers.  These  were 
visited  regularly,  no  cases  of  overcrowding  were  discovered. 
Notice  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  Section  82,  were 
served  upon  the  Keepers  for  limewashing,  the  premises  were 
lime  washed  as  requested  by  the  Act. 

During  the  Year  the  Lodging  House  keepers  were 
requested  to  fill  in  and  forward  returns  of  lodgers  staying 
in  their  house  for  a  period  of  four  weeks. 


HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

There  are  nine  houses  Let  in  Lodgings  in  the  Borough, 
and  on  inspection  were  found  to  be  kept  in  fairly 'good  con¬ 
dition,  no  overcrowding  being  discovered. 
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BLACK  SMOKE  NUISANCE. 

One  Smoke  Observation  was  taken  during  the  year,  the 
works  were  visited  and  the  firm  interviewed,  and  they  prom¬ 
ised  to  keep  down  the  smoke  as  much'  as  possible,  they  were 
also  trying  fresh  coal,  this  matter  will  be  further  reported 
on  during  the  year  1921. 

FISH  FRYING  PREMISES. 

During  the  year4  three  applications  were  made  for  per' 
mision  to  establish  Fish  Frying  Premises,  two  were  granted, 
one  at  Waterfoot,  and  one  at  Rawtenstall,  and  they  have 
been  well  kept  and  no  complaints  received. 

BRAWN,  BOILED  HAM,  AND  SAUSAGE 
MANUFACTURE; 

There  are  four  of  the  above  works  in  the  Borough  they 
are  visited  regularly  and  are  found  to  havd  been  kept  in  a 
good  condition,  the  work  is  cleanly  carried  out  and  raw 
material  used  in  the  manufacture  of  the  above  foods  was 
'  found  to  be  good  and  sound. 

TRIPE  DRESSING  PREMISES. 

There  are  two  tripe  dressing  works  in  the  Borough. 

These  were  inspected  regularly  and  kept  in  accordance 
with  the  Bye-Laws. 

GUT  SCRAPING. 

There  is  one  gut  serapingworks  in  the  Borough,  the 
place  is  wTell  kept  clean,  one  complaint  wTas  received  during 
the  year  and  on  the  occupier  being  interviewed  the  com¬ 
plaint  was  abated. 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  25  Slaughter  houses  within  the  Borough, 
this  being  the  same  as  last  year,  they  have  all  been  visited 
regularly  during  .the  year,  but  owing  to  the  large  area  over 
which  they  are  scattered  they  are  difficult  to  keep  under 
proper  supervisoin. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  control  of  meat  was 
abolished  and  the  butchers  resorted  to  using  their  own 
premises  for  .the  purpose  of  slaughtering  animals  for  food, 
all  their  premises  are  kept  in  a  clean  condition  and  w7ell 
maintained. 

During  the  year  the  following  food  has  been  voluntarily 
surrendered  :  — 

3125  lbs.  weight  of  beef  which  was  found  to  be  affected 
with  Tuberculosis. 

579  lbs.  weight  of  beef  which  wras  found  to  be  unsound. 

66  Rabbits. 

53  lbs.  weight  of  Bacon. 

20  Baskets  of  Wimberry. 

4  Boxes  of  Apples. 

5  Boxes  of  Pears. 

DAIRIES,  COW  KEEPERS,  AND  MILK  SELLERS. 

Within  the  Borough  there  are  114  registered  Dairy  Men 
Cow7  Keepers,  one  milk  seller,  six  registered  farmers 
living  outside  the  Borough,  making  a  total  of  120  persons 
registered  to  sell  milk. 
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There  are;  254  Farms  within  the  Borough  and  all  were 
visited  re-limewashing,  several  were  found  not  to  have  been 
limewashing,  and  letters  drawing  their  attention  to  the  Bye- 
Taws  were  sent,  the  premises  were  afterwards  found  to  have 
been  cleansed  and  limewashed,  -twenty  farmers  were  re¬ 
registered  during  the  year. 

•  The  condition-  and  sanitary  arrangements  of  a  good  many 
of  the  cow  sheds  is  poor,  and  cannot  be  conducive  to  a  pure 
milk  supply. 

HOUSES  DISINFECTED,  ETC. 

During  the  year  40  Houses  have  been  disinfected  after 
cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  the  Schools  have  been  disinfect¬ 
ed  when  required,  the  following  list  of  articles  have  been 
disinfected  :  — 

Beds,  40;  Mattresses,  16;  Blankets,  33;  Quilts,  29; 

Sheets,  31;  Bolsters,  27;  Pillows,  52;  Jackets,  5; 

Other  articles,  76. 

Burnt  at  request  of  owner  :  Beds,  5;  Mattresses,  6, 

LIBRARY  BOOKS. 

All  Library  Books  from  houses  where  Infectious  Diseases 
existed,  have  been  disinfected  and  returned  to  the  Public 
Library,  and  notices  have  been  sent  to  the  Librarian  in¬ 
forming  him  of  cases  within  the  Borough. 

OUTWORKERS. 

During  the  year  the  following  list  of  cut  workers  have 
been  received  from  firms  sending  out  work  to  be  done  at 
the  homes  of  the  people  :  — 


( 


Hoyle,  Hoyle  and  Co.  Ltd.,  (February)  .  io 

Joshua  Trickets  (February)  .  16 

J.  H,  Hirst  (February)  .  30 

Freeman,  Hardy  and  Willis  (February)  .  1 

Sir  K.  W.  Trieket.t’s  (February)  ...  . .  52 

Ashworth  and  Hoyle  (February)  .  3 

Total  .  83 


The  returns  for  August  were  similar  to  those  of 
February,  only  that  they  were  not  actually  carrying  out 
work  owing  to  short  time  at  the  Mill. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 

The  Workshops  in  the  Borough  have  been  visited  and 
found  to  be  kept  in  a,  fairly  clean  condition. 

I 

The  following  are  workshops  coming  under  the  Act 
not  being  worked  with  steam  or  other  motive  power  : — - 


Bakers  and  Confectioners 

Dress  Makers  ...  . . 

Dress  and  Mantle  Makers 

Milliners  .  ... 

Tailors  ..  . . 

Boot  and  Shoe  Makers  ... 
Boot  and  Clog  Repairers 

Cloggers  . 

Tinsmiths  . 

Blacksmiths  . 

Plumbers  . . 


30 

H 

7 

17 

11 

23 

9 

20 

3 

5 

8 
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Saddle  and  Harness  Makers 


Cycle  Makers  . . .  .  2 

Ice  Cream  Makers  .  6 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops  .  54 

Barbers  and  Hair  Dressers .  21 

Total  .  236 

*  ~ 


1  beg  to  thank  the  Chairman,  Vice-Chairman,  and 
Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  all  Members  of  the 
Town  Council,  also  the  Town  Clerk,  Medical  Officer  of 
of  Health,  and  Borough  Surveyor  for  their  continual  sup¬ 
port  during  the  year. 


I  beg  to  remain  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obediant  Servant, 

W.  E.  HOYLE, 
Sanitary  Inspector. 


( 
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AMBULANCE  REMOVALS. 
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Removals . • 

Accidents . 

Total . .  295 
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1. —  Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors 

of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Prosecutions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Factories  . 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops . 

100 

None 

None 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 


Workplaces . 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises 
included  in  Part  3  of  this  Report) 


Total 


d 
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2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to 
H.M. 

(2) 

(3) 

Inspector 

(4) 

2 

2 

. . . 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

*  •  0 

•  e  • 

3 

3 

— 

Particulars 

(1) 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Act —  * 
Want  of  cleanliness 
Want  of  ventilation 

Overcrowding . . 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances  . 

Sanitary  j  insufficient... 
accom-  <  unsuitable  or  defective 
modation  (  not  seperate  for  sexes 
Offences  under  the  Factory  &  Workshop  Act 
Illegal  occupation  of  underground 

bakehouse  (s  101)  . 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  require¬ 
ments  for  bakehouses  (ss  97-100) 

Other  offences  . 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to 
outwork  which  are  included  in 
Part  3  of  this  Report) 

Total . .  *  •••  .  • »  • . . 


Number 

of 

Prosecutions 

(5) 


*  Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

1 

Number 

2 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops . 

54 

Barbers  and  Hairdressers . 

21 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  . 

SO 

Dress  Makers  . 

17 

Dress  and  Mantle  Makers  . 

7 

Milliners  . 

17 

Tailors... 

11 

Boot  and  Shoe  Makers 

23 

Boot  and  Clog  Repairers . 

9 

doggers  ...  . . . 

29 

Tinsmiths  ...  . 

3 

Blacksmiths  . 

5 

Plumbers  . 

8 

Saddle  and  Harness  Makers  . 

2 

Cycle  Makers  . 

O 

— 

Ice  Cream  Makers  . 

6 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register  ... 

286 

Borough  of 


Rawtenstall. 


REPORT 

FOR  THE 

Year  ending  December  31st.  1920, 

OF  THE 

School  Medical  Officer. 


Education  Committee  : 

THE  MAYOR  (ex-officio) . 

Chairman  :  Mr.  Councillor  COMPSTON. 

Vice-Chairman  :  Mr.  Councillor  BARNES. 

Aldermen  :  BARRITT,  HUTCHINSON,  and  FLEGG. 

Councillors:  ASHWORTH,  CRABTREE,  HARDMAN, 
HAWORTH,  SYKES,  TAYLOR,  and  CARRIE 

WHITEHEAD. 

County  Councillor  STOCKDALE. 

Messrs.  J.  HARLING,  G.  R.  HOLT,  S.  SCHOFIELD, 

and  H.  H.  BOLTON. 

The  Rev.  J.  B.  CALLAWAY,  The  HON.  CECILY  K. 
BROOKS,  and  Mrs.  F.  TRICKETT. 
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School  Medical  Officer  : 

J.  E.  HELM,  B.A.,  M,B.,  B.C.,  (Cantab.)- 

School  Dentist : 

A.  BROOKS,  L.D.S.,  Vic. 

School  Nurses  : 

MISS  E.  A.  FITTON,  C.M.B., 

MISS  J.  NUTT  ALL-  C.M.B.,  Resigned  Feb.  1921. 
MISS  E.  PORTER,  C.M.B.,  Appointed  Feb.  1921. 
JAS.  ED.  KIRK,  Secretary  of  Education. 


LADIES  and  GENTLEMEN, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Thirteenth 
Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Inspection  of  the  Elementary 
Schools  during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1920. 

The  Nursing  Staff  was  re-organised  in  March  1920  by 
the  appointment  of  two  whole  time  Health  Visitors  and 
School  Nurses  in  place  of  one  in  1919. 

For  convenience  and  ease  in  working  the  Borough  is 
divided  into  two  districts  of  approximately  equal  area  and 
population  and  each  Nurse  is  Health  Visitor  and  School 
Nurse!  in  her  own  district,  as  this  is  the  obvious  way  to 
combine  most  advantageously  the  work  of  Infant  and  Child 
Welfare  with  the  School  Medical  Service. 

This  system  has  worked  well  and  quite  doubled  tile 
usefulness  of  each  Nurse  in  time  saved  in  travelling  alone. 
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Nurse  Fitton  is  on  duty  at  the  Dental  Clinic  at  Clough¬ 
fold,  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday  morning  each  week  and 
Nurse  Nuttall  always  attended  when  Dr.  Harry,  of  Roch¬ 
dale  visited  for  the  purpose  of  examining  Eye,  Nose  and 
Throat  cases  specially  submitted  to  him. 

SCHOOL  HYGIENE. 

There  have  been  no  structural  alterations  in  the  Schools 
during  the  year  and  the  observations  made  under  this  head 
in  past  reports  still  apply;  and  may  be  summed  by  saying 
that  they  are  admirably  adapted  for  their  purpose  of  minis¬ 
tering  to  the  mental  and  physical  well-being  of  the  children. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

The  assistance  of  a  School  Dentist  and  two  School 
Nurses  has  considerably  simplified  the  work  of  Medical 
and  Dental  Inspection. 

The  School  Nurse  visits  the  Selected  School  one  or  two 
days  in  advance  of  the  Medical  Officer  or  Dentist  and  pre¬ 
pares  the  cards,  weighs,  and  measures  the  children  and  at 
the  same  time  notes  uncleanliness,  etc.,  in  the  School. 

The  Board’s  Schedule  of  Inspection  is  followed  and  the 
following  code  groups  were  examined;  entrants,  8  years 
old,  12  years  old,  and  specials. 

This  system  naturally  involves  disturbance  of  School 
arrangements  on  a  greater  number  of  occasions  than  when 
the  whole  inspection  was  carried  out  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer  alone;  but  it  is  doubtful  if  the  total  time  lost  by  the 
children  is  any  greater  as  each  visit  is  of  shorter  duration; 
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and  the  presence  of  a  Nurse  at  the  actual  inspection  con¬ 
duces  to  smoother  working-  and  so  saves  time;  it  also  relieves 
the  teachers  of  the  necessity  of  rendering-  assistance. 

At  most  of  the  Schools  it  is  possible  to  set  apart  a  class 
room  for  the  inspection  without  dislocating  the  work  of  the 
school  very  seriously  and  at  the  remaining  schools  there  is 
always  a  room  at  liberty. 

FINDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

(a)  UNCLEANLINESS. — The  constant  visits  of  the 
Health  Visitors  to  the  schools  for  the  purpose  of  preparing 
children  for  Medical  or  Dental  Inspection,  and  to  the  homes 
for  the  purpose  of  “following  up”  or  in  connection  with  the 
Infant  Welfare  side  of  their  work,  has  enabled  them  to  deal 
very  completely  and  satisfactorily  with  uncleanliness;  and 
this  defect,  never  a  very  extensive  one  in  this  Borough,  has 
been  mitigated  still  further. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  induce  the  parents  to  remedy 
such  conditions  as  lice  or  nits  in  the  hair,  as  it  is  felt  that  if 
too  much  of  this  work  is  undertaken  at  the  Clinics,  it  will 
result  in  such  cases  being  neglected  at  home. 

It  has  been  noticed  that  the  uncleanliness  ol  children’s 
heads  is  only  “chronic”  in  one  or  two  families  in  certain 
districts  and  these  act  as  starting  points  over  and  over 
again.  Once  this  fact  has  been  grasped  it  is  comparatively 
easy  to  control  this  unsavoury  feature  of  school  life 

(b)  MINOR  AILMENTS  do  not  bulk  very  largely  at 
routine  inspections  except  as  classified  under  skin  diseases, 
External  Eye  diseases  and  Dental  Defects.  The  work  of  the 
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School  Clinics  is  however  largely  concerned  with  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  septic  cuts,  scratches  and  abrasions  due  to  accidents 
in  the  playgrounds.’  These  latter  cases  are  sent  in  by 
teachers  for  treatment. 

(c)  TONSILS  AND  ADENOIDS  were  comparatively 
speaking  more  numerous  than  in  1919  a  number  of  cases  of 
enlarged  tonsils  not  associated  with  adenoids  were  not  re¬ 
ferred  for  treatment,  but  will  come  up  for  periodical  inspec¬ 
tion. 

A  total  of  seventy-nine  cases  were  considered  suitable 
for  operation  or  other  treatment  and  in  each  instance  the 
parents  were  advised  to  consult  their  own  medical  men; 
when  this  course  was  objected  to  they  were  notified  to 
attend  at  the  Clinic  at  Cloughfold  for  a  further  inspection 
by  Dr.  Harry  of  Rochdale,  and  if  he  considered  operation 
advisable  or  necessary;  it  was  carried  out  by  him  at  his 
Nursing  Home  at  Bury;  where  the  children  remained  over¬ 
night  and  returned  home  next  day.  This  arrangement 
worked  well  but  in  one  or  two  cases  the  subsequent  recovery 
was  slow  and  it  would  have  been  better  if  these  cases  could 
have  remained  at  the  home  a  little  longer,  in  future  this 
will  be  done. 

Sixty  cases  received  operative  treatment  bv  Dr.  Harry 
and  four  by  their  own  doctors,  and  ten  received  other  forms 
of  treatment  by  their  own  doctors. 

Thirteen  necessitous  cases  were  treated  free  of  charge 
and  the!  remainder  paid  a  fee  of  10s.  6d.  to  the  Education 
Authority. 
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(d)  TUBERCULOSIS. — Two  cases  of  suspected 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  discovered  at  Routine 
Inspection  and  referred  to  the  County  Tuberculosis  Dispen¬ 
sary  for  confirmation. 

In  all  four  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in  children 
of  School  age  were  notified  and  tfwo  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary 
Tvberculosis  of  the  Submaxillary  Glands,  and  the 
Peritoneum.  These  cases  were  dealt  with  at  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  Manchester. 

(e)  SKIN  DISEASES.— Chiefly  Ringworm  of  the  Head 
and  Impetigo  of  the'  face  and  ears  were1  notified  at  Routine 
Inspections.  But  a  much  greater  number  wrere  treated  at 
the  Clinics  at  Crawsliawbooth,  Cloughfold,  and  Whitewell 
Bottom,  sent  there  by  teachers  and  parents.  Many  of  these 
were  of  a  trivial  character  and  only  attended  once. 

(f)  EXTERNAL  EYE  DISEASES.— Chiefly 

Blepharitis  often  associated  with  defective  vision  and  caused 

by  the  child]  rubbing  the  eyelids  to  brush  away  an  imaginary 
obstacle. 

(g)  VISION. — Ninty-one  cases  of  defective  vision  due 
to  errors  of  refraction  and  five  cases  of  defective  vision  due 
to  squint  were  discovered.  These  together  with  thirty- 
three  children  already  wearing  glasses  and  re-examined 
during  the  year  were  referred  for  treatment,  and  of  this  total 
of  129  cases,  127  were  dealt  with  by  Dr.  Harry  at  the  Clinic 
at  Cloughfold. 

Glasses  were  prescribed  in  119  cases  and  subsequent 
re-examination  proved  that  102  were  provided  with  glasses. 

Two  children  were  supplied  with  free  glasses. 

No  treatment  was  considered  necessary  for  ten  cases. 
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(h)  OTORRHOEA  AND  ECZEMA  of  the  external 
ear  consequent  thereon  accounted  for  all,  the  ear  cases,  and 
here  again  more  cases  were  treated  at  the  Clinics  than  wTere 
noted  at  the  Routine  Inspections. 

Three  cases  of  Defective  Hearing  were  treated  by 
private  practitioners  and  one  case  of  Middle  Bar  disease  at 
the  Bar  Hospital,  Manchester. 

(i)  DBNTAB  DBFBCT. — One  hundred  and  one  cases 
of  urgent  dental  defect  were  discovered  and  referred  for 
treatment  either  by  Mr.  Brooks  at  the  Dental  Clinic  at 
Cloughfold  or  by  the  patients  own  dentists. 

Cases  inspected  by  the  School  Dentist  are  dealt  with  by 
him  in  a  separate;  report. 

(j)  One  case  of  lameness  due  to  Acute  Poliomyctitis 
affecting  the  left  leg  in  infancy  was  noted. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.— Notifiable  infectious 
diseases  are  dealt  with  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Sanitary  Staff  in  the  ordinary  way.  Absences  from  School 
due  to  all  kinds  of  infectious  diseases  are  notified  by  the 
Head  Teachers  on  postcards  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  these  cases  are  visited  and  reported  on  by  the 
Health  Visitors  who  keep  them  under  observation  until 
they  are/  fit  to  return  to  School. 

School  closure  was  resorted  to  eight  times  in  1920  and 
was  successful  in  checking  an  outbreak  of  measles. 

vSchool  closure  in  the  case  of  measles  is  only  successful 
when  applied  early,  i.e.,  as  soon  as  the!  first  batch  of  cases 
is  notified. 
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FOLLOWING  UP. — Two  classes  of  cases  need  follow¬ 
ing'  up  :■ — 

(a)  Those  discovered  at  Routine  Inspections  of  schools.. 

(b)  Those  notified  week  by  w7eek  by  Head  Teachers  as 
being  absent  from  school  on  account  of  illness  infecti¬ 
ous  or  otherwise. 

In  both  instances  the  procedure  is  the  same,  the  School 
Nurse  visits  the  home  and  interviews  the  child  and  the 
parents,  and  informs  them  of  the  finding  at  the  routine 
inspection  or  makes  enquity  as  to  the  absence  from  school. 

The  parents  are  informed  of  the  need  of  obtaining 
medical  help  when  necessary  or  in  the  event  of  the  illness  be¬ 
ing  some  slight  ailment,  a  date  is  fixed  for  the  child  to  return 
to  school. 

The  School  Nurses  re-visit  all  cases  at  an  early  date  to 
ascertain  if  treatment  has  been  obtained  and  if  in  the  case  of 
minor  ailments  parents  are  unwilling  or  unable  to  consult 
their  own  doctor  the  child  is  told  to  attend  at  the  nearest 
Ciinic  for  treatment  which  is  undertaken  by  the  Nurses  under 
the  supervision  of  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

The  character  and  extent  of  this  work  is  shown  in  Table 
IV  A. 

During  1920,  1277  attendances  were  made  at  the  Clinics 
but  this  includes  a  number  of  casual  or  urgent  cases  which 
were  referred  direct  to  the  Clinic  by  Head  teachers  and  after 
the  first  treatment  these  cases  were  advised  to  see  their  own 
doctors. 
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A  Nurse  is  on  duty  at  the  Cloughfold  Clinic  every  morn¬ 
ing  at  9 — ii  a.m.  and  at  Crawshawbooth  on  Tuesday,  Thurs¬ 
day  and  Saturday  at  9-30 — 10-30,  at  Whitewell  Bottom 
on  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Saturday  9-30 — 10-30. 

MEDICAL  TREATMENT.— The  methods  employed 
and  available  for  the  treatment  of  defects  have  been  indicated 
under  findings  of  Medical  Inspection  and  re-examinations  go 
to  show  that  the  methods  employed  are  effective  i  n  securing 
appropriate  treatment  for  over  90%  of  the  cases. 

OPEN  AIR  EDUCATION. — In  a  district  with  an  aver¬ 
age  rainfall  of  54  inches,  with  schools  situated  at  a  mean 
height  of  650  feet  above  sea  level  open  air  schools  are  an  im¬ 
possibility.  Open  air  clases  are  occasionally  held  but  it  is 
doubtful  if  they  do  more  than  add  a  little  excitement  to 
school  life. 

For  the  ordinary  child  well  ventilated  and  lighted  class 
rooms  are  at  all  times  more  suitable  for  educational  purposes 
and  physical  well  being  than  open  air  schools. 

School  gardens  at  or  near  each  school  are  under  the  care 
of  the  older  boys. 

PHYSICAL  TRAINING. — There  are  no  arrangements 
for  associating  the  School  Medical  Service  with  the  physical 
training  of  school  children  and  there  is  no  area  organiser  of  t 
physical  training. 

There  are  no  school  baths  in  this  Borough. 

Parents  are  informed  when  medical  inspections  are  to 
be  held  and  do  not  attend  very  regularly,  this  is  no  doubt 
due  to  the  fact  that  these  inspections  do  not  fit  in  very  well 
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with  their  household  duties  and  they  rely  on  the  visits  of  the 
School  Nurses  who  call  on  them  armed  with  the  written 
finding  of  the:  school  Medical  Officer. 

On  the  whole  parents  are  cooperating  well  and  there  is 
a  growing  tendency  to  regard  emeerovative  Dental  Treatment 
more  favourably  than  was  the  case  when  such  was  not  avail¬ 
able  without  cost. 

Teachers  have  been  very  helpful  in  facilitating  the  work 
of  medical  inspection,  and  the  treatment  of  defects  which  are 
not  observed  at  monthly  inspections  and  which  would  other¬ 
wise  be  missed.  I  refer  here  to  the  weekly  lists  of  ailing 
children  sent  in. 

The  remarks  on,  the:  conditions  of  the  employment  of 
children  and  young  persons  in  the  area  in  my  report  for 

1919  still  apply  as  no  change  has  taken  place. 

.  **  *• 

There  is  no,  Juvenile  Employment  Committee. 

I  have  already  acknowledged  the  help  given  by 
Teachers;  and  in  conclusion  desire  to  thank  Mr.  Kirk,  the 
Secretary  of  Education  and  his  staff  for  their  ready  help 
which  has  been  at  all  times  freely  given. 

» 

I  am. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  Sincerely, 


J.  E.  HELM,  B.A.,  M.B.,  B.C.  (Cantab). 
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To  the  Members  of  the  Education  Committee. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  second  annual 
Report  of  the  Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment  of  the 
children  in  /the  Elementary  Schools. 

The  Scheme)  of  Treatment  roughly  outlined  in  the.  Re¬ 
port  last  year  has  been  followed  as  closely  as  the  difficulties 
encountered  have  permitted.  Those  difficulties  were  men¬ 
tioned  in  my  last  report  and  they  may  be  briefly  summarised 
as  the  result  of  the  attitude  of  the)  uninformed  parent  towards 
dental  hygiene  and  preventative  treatment.  Unfortunately 
numbers  of  children  are  brought  by  the  parents  to  obtain 
palliative  treatment  only,  and  sometimes  it  is  exceedingly 
difficult  to  pursuade  parents  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  im¬ 
portance  to  pay  frequent  visits  to  ensure  prevention  of  re¬ 
current  caries  and  conservative  treatment  when  necessary. 

An  examination  of  the  appended  tables  will  show  that 
a  compartively  large  number  of  cases  are  grouped  under  the 
the  heading  “specials.’ 5  Included  in  this  total  (2 aO  are  all 
those  referred  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  and  those  who 
have  sought  treatment  at  the  Clinic  outside  those  who  have 
been  treated  as  a  result  of  systematic  inspection. 

While  from  many  standpoints  it  would  appear  that  the 
time  spent  in  treating  those  “specials”  would  have  been 
better  spent  in  systematic  treatment,  it  is  suggested  that 
the  number  of  specials  is  a  true  indication  as  to  whether  treat¬ 
ment  at  the  clinic  is  being  appreciated  generally.  Attention 
s  is  drawn  to  this  matter  merely  to  show  that  we  are  gaining 
ground. 
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Of  a  necessity  1920  has  been  a  year  of  “spade  work.” 
Our  first  duty  would  appear  tp  be  to  try  to  popularise  the 
clinic,  for  only  in  that  way  can  we  reach  the  people  who 
should  seek  treatment  for  children  who  would  otherwise  be 
neglected.  No  opportunity  is  lost  of  having  a  few  minutes 
chat  with  the  parent  attending  at  the  clinic,  to  try  and  make 
them  see  the  value  of  rational  dental  treatment.  This 
method  of  propaganda  is  showing  results  in  increased  popu¬ 
larity.  Some  parents  are  slowly  recognising  the  value  of 
conservative  treatment,  but  we  are  a  long  way  from  reaching 
the  point  where  parents  accept  such  treatment  as  a  matter  of 
necessity. 

Inspections  at  the  Schools  have  been  carried  out  as  ex¬ 
peditiously  as  possible  so  as  to  interfere  as  little  as  possible 
with  ordinary  school  routine.  Detailed  inspections  of  each 
child’s  mouth  are  not  made  at  the  School.  It  is  considered 
sufficient  to  record  a  general  idea  as  to  what  each  child  re¬ 
quires,  then  when  the  child  attends  at  the  clinic  details  are 
recorded. 

It  is  too  early  yet  to  say  that  any  improvement  has  been 
noticed  in  the  conditions  of  those  treated.  That  will  be 
revealed  by  time  and  recurrent  inspections. 

To  generalise  about  the  year’s  work,  one  might  say  that 
satisfactory  progress  has  been  made  along  the  lines  indicated 
and  that  ground  work  which  should  bear  fruit  in  the  com¬ 
ing  years  has  been  carried  out  as  well  as  time  and  opportun¬ 
ity  will  permit. 

In  conclusion  I  have  to  thank  Mr.  J.  E.  Kirk,  Secretary 
of  Education,  and  his  staff  for  their  assistance  with  clerical 
work  and  the  teachers  for  help  at  inspections. 

A.  BROOKS. 
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TABLE  II. — Return  of  Defects  found  in  the  course  of 
Medical  Inspection  in  1920. 


Defects  or  Disease. 


(1) 


Routine  Inspections  f 


'PECIAL. 


Number 
referred  for 
treatment 

(2) 

Numbe  r 
requiring  to 
be  kept 
under 

observation 
but  not 
referred  for 
treatment 

(3) 

Number 
referred  for 
Treatment 

(4) 

3 

2 

32 

4 

9 

3 

3 

5 

3 

1 

1 

2 

4 

3 

1 

1 

10 

3 

4 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

82 

5 
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2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

16 

4 

3i 

1 4 

4o 

| 

>  I 

5 

Number 
requiring  to 
be  kept 
under 

observation 
but  not 
referred  for 
Treatment 

(5) 


Skin 


Eye 


Ear 


Malnutrition  . 

Uncleanliness  : 

Head 
Body 

,  Ringworm  : 

Head  . 

Body  . 

-i  Scabies  . 

Impetigo  . 

I  Other  Diseases  (non-Tuber- 

cular)  . 

Blepharitis . 

/  Conjunctivitis  . 

Keratitis  . 

Corneal  Ulcer 
Corneal  Opacities  . . . 

Defective  Vision 

1  Squint  . 

Other  Conditions  ... 

(  Defective  Hearing 

|  Otitis  Media  . 

'  Other  Ear  Diseases 
.Enlarged  Tonsils  ... 

Nose  and  (  Adenoids  . 

Throat  -!  Enlarged  Tonsils 

j  Adenoids  . 

Other  Conditions  ... 


■i 


and 


1 1 


TABLE  II. — Continued. 


Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non-Tuber 

cular) 

6 

i 

i 

Defective  Speech  . 

3 

* 

2 

Teeth — Dental  Diseases 

98 

3 

Heart 

and 

Circula-  j 

Heart  Disease  : 

Organic  . 

Functional 

2 

tion  l 

Anaemia 

7 

i 

Lungs  ...  I 

Bronchitis  . 

Other  Non-Tubercular 

i 

V 

Diseases 

Pulmonary : 

Definite  ...  . . 

Suspected  . 

2 

Noil-Pulmonary : 

T uber  ' 

Glands  . 

Spine  . 

culosis 

Hip  . 

Other  Bones  and 

Joints  . 

^  Skin . 

Other  Forms  . 

Nervous  ( Epilepsy  . 

i 

System  ( 

Chorea  . .  ... 

Other  Conditions  . 

Rickets  . 

Spinal  Curvature  . 

Other  Forms  . 

i 

Deform  | 
ities  | 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases  . 

6 

i 

2 

Number  of  Individual  Children  having  Defects  which  required 
Treatment  or  to  be  kept  under  Observation  45i. 


TABLE  III. — Numerical  Return  of  all  Exceptional 
Children  in  the  Area  in  1920. 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Blind 

Schools 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

(including  partially 

U*  J\ 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

blind  j 

for  the  Blind  . 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Not  at  School . 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Deaf  and  Dumb 

Attending  Public  Elementary 
Schools 

1 

•  *  • 

1 

including  partially 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

C16cil) 

for  the  Deaf . 

1 

2 

3 

, 

Not  at  School  .... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Schools  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

Feeble 

for  Mentally  Defective 

O 

O 

Minded 

Children  . 

•  •  * 

hJ 

A 

Mentally 

Notified  to  the  Local  (Control) 

Deficient 

Authority  during  the  year 

•  •  • 

•  • 

... 

Not  at  School . 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

Imbeciles 

At  School  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Not  at  School . 

•  it 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Idiots 

•  *  °  *  *  •  •••  •••  e  •  » 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Schools  . 

3 

2 

5 

-  - 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

Epileptics 

for  Epileptics . 

m  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

In  Institutions  other  than 

Certified  Schools  . 

•  •  • 

... 

•  • 

Not  at  School  .... 

I 

... 

1 

TABLE  III. — Continued. 


Physically 

Defective 


Pulmonary 

Tuber¬ 

culosis 


Crippling 
due  to 
Tuber¬ 
culosis. 


Crippling- 
due  to 
causes  other 
than 
Tuber- 
col  osis,  i.e., 
Paralysis, 
Rickets, 
Traumatism 


Other 
Physical 
Defectives, 
e.g.,  delicate 
and  other 
children 
suitable  for 
admission  to 
Open-Air 
Schools ; 
children 
suffering 


Dull  or  Backward1 


Attending  Public  Elementary 
Schools  . - 

»  •  • 

•  •  • 

Attending  Certified  Schools 
for  Physically  Defective 
Children  ...  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

In  Institutions  other  than 
Certified  Schools, 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Not  at  School  .... 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

Attending  Public  Elementary 
Schools  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Attending  Certified  Schools 
for  Physically  Defective 
Children  . 

In  Institutions  other  than 
Certified  Schools  . 

•  •  a 

•  •  • 

Not  at  School  .... 

•  •  • 

•  • 

Attending  Public  Elementary 
Schools 

5 

3 

8 

Attending  Certified  Schools 
for  Physically  Defective 
Children  . 

•  • 

•  •  • 

4  •  • 

In  Institutions  other  than 
Certified  Schools 

•  • 

e  •  • 

•  •  • 

Not  at  School  .... 

1 

... 

1 

Attending  Public  Elementary 
Schools  ... 

2 

1 

3 

Attending  Open-Air  Schools... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  t 

Attending  Certified  Schools 
for  Physically  Defective 

Children,  other  than  Open- 
Air  Schools  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

i  Not  at  School 

•  •  • 

•  •  0 

... 

Retarded  2  years 

4 

I 

5 

|  Retarded  3  years 

2 

2 

4 

*  Judged  according  to  age  and  standard. 


TABLE  IV. 


A... Treatment  of  Minor  Ailments. 


Disease  or  Defect. 

Number  of  Children. 

Referred  for 
Treatment 

\ 

Under  Local 
Education 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Treated. 

Otherwise 

Total. 

Skin — 

Ringworm-Head 

12 

12 

•  •  • 

12 

Ringworm-Body 

6 

6 

•  •  « 

6 

Scabies 

5 

.  5 

• 

•  •  • 

5 

Impetigo 

98 

78 

20 

98 

Minor  Injuries 

29 

29 

•  •  • 

29 

Other  skin  disease  ... 

34 

34 

•  •  • 

34 

Ear  Disease 

15 

15 

3 

18 

Eye  Disease  (external 

and  other)... 

26 

21 

5 

26 

Miscellaneous 

16 

12 

4 

16 

B.... Treatment  of  Visual  Defect. 


Number  of  Children. 


•Submitted  to  Refraction 

Referee  d 
for 

Refrac¬ 

tion 

Under  1  .o'l 
Education 
A’thority’s 
Scheme  - 
Clinic  or 
Hospital 

ByPrivate 

P’ctiti'ner 

or 

Hospital 

Otherwise 

. 

Total 

For  whom 
O lasses 
where 
Prescribed 

For  whom 
Glasses 
were 
provided 

Recom¬ 
mended 
for  treat¬ 
ment 
other 
than  by 
Glasses 

Received 
other 
Forms  of 
Treatment 

129 

127 

i 

2 

. . . 

129 

119 

102 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

For  wlior : 

no  |i 
Treatm’nl 
was  a 
c’nsider’F 
necessarj&i 


10 


r 


C.... Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat, 


Referred  for  Treatment 

Number  of  Children. 

Received  Operative  Treatment. 

Received 

other  Forms  of  ! 
Treatment. 

-  jl 

Under  Local 
Education 
Authority’s 
Scheme — Clinic 
or  Hospital. 

By  Private 
Practitioner  or 
Hospital. 

Total. 

79 

60 

4 

64 

M 

O 

■  '  y.  ■'  "•••  1  L- 

Treatment  of  Dental  Defects. 
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TABIvE  VI. — Summary  Relating  to  Children 
Medically  Inspected  at  the  Routine  Inspections 
during  the  year  1920. 


(1)  The  total  number  of  children  medically 

1,544 

inspected  at  the  routine  inspections.* 

(2)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  suffering 

from — 

Malnutrition  . 

3 

Skin  Disease  . *. 

12 

Defective  Vision  (including  Squint)  . 

87 

Eye  Disease  . 

18 

Defective  Hearing  . .  . 

4 

Ear  Disease . 

1 

Nose  and  Throat  Disease  . 

93 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (non-tubercular) 

6 

Defective  Speech  . 

3 

Dental  Disease  . . . 

Heart  Disease — 

98 

Organic  . 

F  unctional  . 

2 

Anaemia  . 

7 

j  Lung  Disease  (non-tubercular)  . 

1 

Tuberculosis — 

Pulmonary  ...  I  definite  . 

1  suspected  . 

2 

Non-pulmonary  . 

Disease  of  the  Nervous  System  . 

Deformities  . 

1 

Other  defects  and  diseases  . 

7 

(3)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  suffering 

from  defects  (other  than  uncleanliness  or 
defective  clothing  or  footgear)  who  require 
to  be  kept  under  observation  (but  not  re¬ 
ferred  for  treatment) 

33 

(4)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  who  were 

referred  for  treatment  (excluding  uncleanli- 

293 

ness,  defective  clothing.  &c.)  . 

(5)  The  number  of  children  in  (4)  who  received 

treatment  for  one  or  more  defects  (exclud¬ 
ing  uncleanliness,  defective  clothing,  &c.)... 

267 

*  “Specials”  should  not  be  included  in  this  Table. 


